Resolution in Support of Senate Bill (SB) 42, the California Fair Elections Act

WHEREAS, many Californians are rightly concerned they lack a full voice in elections because their small contributions cannot compete with large donations from wealthy interests; and

WHEREAS, five charter cities — Los Angeles, San Francisco, Berkeley, Oakland, and Long Beach — have adopted public financing systems that amplify the voices of everyday voters and provide candidates with an alternative fundraising system to relying on wealthy donors; and

WHEREAS, a study by Maplight found that during the first cycle of Berkeley’s matching funds program in 2018, the average contribution size decreased by 60% compared to the previous election, and participating campaigns’ donors more geographically distributed across the city[footnoteRef:1]; and [1:  “2018 Fair Elections in Berkeley”, Maplight, 2019, https://maplightarchive.org/story/2018-fair-elections-in-berkeley/] 


WHEREAS, Los Angeles’s 6-to-1 matching funds program has resulted in the most diverse city council in the city’s history, with increased ethnic representation that reflects its voters and the number of women councilmembers rising from only two out of 15 to eight out of 15 members; and

IF RESOLUTION FROM CHARTER CITY:
WHEREAS, it is inequitable that charter cities, such as ours, are permitted to establish public financing systems while such systems are prohibited in any jurisdiction except charter cities in California; and

IF RESOLUTION FROM COUNTY OR GENERAL LAW CITY:
WHEREAS, it is inequitable that charter cities are permitted to establish public financing systems while such systems are prohibited in any jurisdiction except charter cities in California, including ours; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 42, introduced by Senators Tom Umberg and Ben Allen, would put the California Fair Elections Act on the November 2026 ballot to remove the current prohibition of public financing of campaigns while establishing basic requirements that public financing systems and candidates using public funding must follow to protect taxpayers and maximize the benefit to voters, such as requiring that candidates abide by expenditure limits and meet strict criteria to qualify for public funds;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ___________ expresses its 
support for California State Senate Bill 42 and urges the California Legislature to pass and Governor Gavin Newsom to sign it into law;

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be provided to the Governor, Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas, Senate President pro Tem Mike McGuire, Senate Elections Committee Chair Sabrina Cervantes, Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Anna Caballero, Assembly Elections Committee Chair Gail Pellerin, Assembly Appropriations Committee Chair Buffy Wicks, Senator Tom Umberg, and to our area's members of the California Legislature.

